Teacher and Tutor Guide: Introduction

Teacher and Tutor Guide

The Teacher and Tutor Guide provides integral support to teachers and tutors as
they work with MyGuide. It provides a clearly organized presentation of MyGuide
components, explanations of the program’s pedagogy, and explicit directions on

how to use MyGuide in a variety of ways.
The Teacher and Tutor Guide is presented in a logical order that covers:

- Introduction to the MyGuide Personal Learning Program
- Common Challenges for Teachers

- Getting Students Started

- Flexible Activity Models

- Examination of each standard

- Templates for teachers to monitor progress

The Teacher and Tutor Guide provides in-depth support for implementing
the MyGuide Personal Learning Program by helping educators:

Use data to understand students’ academic strengths and needs

Differentiate instruction to meet all students’ needs

Develop students’ abilities to be self-directed learners

Reinforce their own knowledge of the academic content standards

The Teacher and Tutor Guide helps educators use MyGuide to differentiate instruction

in response to students’ needs.
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Program Overview

Each Teacher and Tutor Guide begins with a clear overview of the entire

MyGuide Personal Learning Program.

Overview of Objectives

The Teacher and Tutor Guide outlines the program’s
guiding principles. This is followed by a list of the tools
provided to educators and a detailed explanation

of each of the tools. This includes the MyGuide
content model and the instructional design of the

Personal Learning Site.

MyGuide Overview

In the introduction to the Teacher and Tutor Guide,
educators are shown the features of MyGuide with
illustrations and descriptions of purpose and use.
The overview also contains presentations of the
standards covered within MyGuide, which helps
educators understand the instructional framework

and content model.
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Professional Development

Common Challenges for Teachers

Teachers receive professional development information

4 Using Data to Differentiate Instruction

in Common Challenges for Teachers. This chapter
provides an in-depth look at the pedagogy behind the
MyGuide Personal Learning Program.

Common teaching challenges such as differentiating
instruction, motivating students, and developing
vocabulary are addressed in great detail. Recent
findings in educational research are presented alongside

recommendations for putting the concepts into practice.

The Common Challenges for Teachers chapter provides

educators with research-based strategies and clear steps

for implementing those strategies in their everyday

instruction.

Special issues within each Common Challenge are

emphasized. For example, in this section regarding

differentiated instruction, the Teacher and Tutor

Guide discusses the importance of considering multiple

sources of data when determining the most effective

instructional approach.

Implementation support is offered to help educators
understand the links between their curriculum,

existing instructional initiatives, and the MyGuide

Personal Learning Program. Additionally, professional

development resources are available on the Personal
Learning Site, where teachers may download
a presentation detailing the use of the program and

its underlying principles.
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Teaching English Language Learners

The Teacher and Tutor Guide helps educators tailor

their instruction to support students with special needs.

In particular, the Teacher and Tutor Guide suggests

strategies for helping English language learners.

This section provides direction on implementing
proven, research-based teaching techniques to support T
(11 Facus on building a strang vocabulary

English language learners. Relevant sections of MyGuide _ e T ey

are highlighted so that teachers and tutors can easily

reference the appropriate content.
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Getting Students Started

The Getting Students Started section of the Teacher

and Tutor Guide outlines an activity for introducing
MyGuide to students. This interactive activity motivates
students to use MyGuide and familiarizes students

with all of the features—particularly the individualized
content targeted to each student’s performance data.
This explicit instructional content is designed for easy

implementation and high impact.

Additional sections of the Teacher and Tutor Guide

help instructors use MyGuide to differentiate instruction
and build on the pedagogical concepts introduced in the
Common Challenges for Teachers section. These include
aninstructional design model for grouping students as
they work on MyGuide and the Personal Learning Site,
aswell aslesson frameworks that can be applied to each
standard in MyGuide.
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Flexible Activity Models

There is a Flexible Activity Model for each type of
instructional content that students may receive in
MyGuide (Understanding the Standards, Step by Step,
Challenge, Review, Advanced Challenge, and Practice
Problems). Lesson plans support implementation of
MyGuide in various instructional settings. Each model
provides clear steps and suggestions for differentiating
instruction to match student needs at both the individual

and group levels.

Together with the MyGuide Student Roster, which details
student performance, the lessons and activities provided
in the Teacher and Tutor Guide and MyGuide form a
focused and detailed program. This program ensures that
all students receive the support they need to develop skills

and master state standards.
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